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CFBF-R1: The 1975 Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the North 
Lahontan Basin applied the 20 fecal coliform per 100 mL water quality 
objective to ten water bodies, including the East Walker River which is in the 
Bridgeport Valley.  The 20 fecal coliform per 100 mL water quality objective 
was extended to the rest of the Region in the 1995 Basin Plan update.   
Based on concerns about the applicability of the 20 fecal coliform per 100 mL 
water quality objective for areas with historic agricultural beneficial uses, such 
as the Bridgeport Valley, Water Board staff began conducting studies on both 
fecal coliform and E. coli covering a wide range of land use types in the 
region, including agriculture, to develop scientifically defensible standards 
that address these concerns. These efforts are given in more detail in Finding 
No. 5 of the proposed grazing waiver. The California Nonpoint Source 
Implementation and Enforcement Policy (see Finding 4 of the proposed waiver) 
requires that all sources of nonpoint source pollution be regulated through 
either Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs), or waivers of WDRs, or 
prohibitions.  Waivers are the “softest” regulatory approach available to the 
Water Board and require collaboration with the prospective enrollees. Water 
Board staff have been collaborating with BRO since 2006 to develop a waiver 
that is achievable for ranchers, and the timeline provided for compliance with 
Basin Plan water quality objectives is long and is intended to provide 
ranchers adequate time to budget management practice implementation in a 
manner that is affordable. Water Board staff have received no quantitative 
information on costs of management practice implementation from BRO 
members or any other organization or individual to substantiate the claim that 
ranchers will go out of business as a result of reasonable management 
practice implementation spread out over 16 years. 

CFBF-R2:  The proposed grazing waiver sets an interim target of 200 cfu/100 ml 
to be achieved by March 15, 2012, and sets a schedule for completing currently-
funded water quality studies, conducting external peer review, and beginning the 
environmental documentation process to support a future Basin Plan amendment, 
if needed. 
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CFBF-R3:  The Water Board is concerned about the reasonableness of water 
quality objectives in geographic areas where the dominant beneficial use is 
agriculture, such as livestock grazing in the Bridgeport Valley. As a result, 
significant Water Board resources have been used towards assessment of 
and development of indicator bacteria water quality objectives.  For a list of 
major actions taken, please see Finding No. 5 of the proposed waiver 

CFBF-R6: The proposed Monitoring and Report Program Attachment D, 
section 3, does not require sampling five times per month. That section 
states: 

 
The Lahontan Basin Plan suggests a sampling frequency of five times per 30-
day period for fecal coliform, but allows for less frequent sampling.  Therefore 
samples for fecal coliform will be collected at all sites at least once per month 
starting approximately one month before grazing and irrigation, then every 
month, at a minimum, during the irrigation and/or grazing season (Apr 15 
through Oct).  The Water Board encourages a sample frequency greater than 
once per month, as log-normalization of more than one value per month 
attenuates occasional high spikes in fecal coliform concentration common to 
this statistic, improving Discharger probability of compliance with target fecal 
coliform concentrations. 
 

CFBF-R5: Water Board staff have been collaborating with BRO since 2006 to 
develop a waiver that is achievable for ranchers, and the timeline provided for 
compliance with Basin Plan water quality objectives is long and is intended to 
provide ranchers adequate time to budget management practice 
implementation in a manner that is affordable. Water Board staff have 
received no quantitative information on costs of management practice 
implementation from BRO members or any other organization or individual to 
substantiate the claim that ranchers will go out of business as a result of 
reasonable management practice implementation spread out over 16 years. 

CFBF-R4:  The proposed grazing waiver, page 13, Finding 19, contains the 
California Water Code section 13263 analysis. 



 


